August 2022

On Wednesday, September 7th, we are excited to have just the 6th graders in the
building. This will be a day where the staff
gets to meet and connect with the 6th graders, and help them feel as comfortable as
possible in the building. The students will
spend the morning with their Focus teacher
having fun, building relationships, touring
the building and practicing opening their
lockers. After lunch, the students will go to
each of their classes to meet their teachers
and to practice finding all of their classes.
Students can ride the bus to school if wanted (check here to see if your student is eligible to ride the bus). This will be a full
day of school, 9:00-3:35.

Once again, Canvas will continue to be used for all 4j
students in grades 6-12. Canvas allows students to
interact during classes, actively engage in assignments, take quizzes, collaborate with peers, communicate with teachers, and more. Canvas is not only
a tool for students, it is a tool for parents/
guardians. Parents/guardians are able to become observers in Canvas. Observers can link their Canvas
account to their student’s account so they can see assignment dues dates, announcements, and other
course content. Observers can view the course content but cannot participate in the course. Here is a link
for directions to become a canvas observer, https://
www.4j.lane.edu/instruction/canvas/ If you have any
questions about becoming a Canvas observer after
following the directions on the website, please email
Ms. Rechelle: salgado_r@4j.lane.edu.

Welcome to another exciting school year! The staff at Madison are
cooking up a lot of fun learning opportunities this year. We want to
send a special welcome to our incoming 6th grade class, and to all our
new students. 6th graders, we were lucky to meet most of you last spring
and look forward to getting to know you better. We are super delighted
to have you join the Madison family! This school year is going to be
awesome. We hope you are up for an adventure, because you are in for
one!
One of the changes we made last year that you will continue to see, is
that teachers will still be using Canvas as our Learning Management
System. This is an electronic tool for your student to know what to do
and when to do it, and for parents to know what is going on in your student’s classes. Much like everything else in our world, “There is an App for that.” If you need or
want support setting up your parent account, please see our website for a tutorial or contact Rechelle
in the main office.
Last Spring, the Madison family said goodbye to a few amazing staff members and two Madison
icons. Our very special school counselor, Anne Tomlanovich (Ms.T), has moved with her family to
North Carolina. Not only was she an exceptional school counselor, she was also a close friend to
many of us. She will be greatly missed. Another loss is Mr. Davis. The good news about Mr. Davis is
that he is not going far, and will now be teaching 9th grade Social Studies at South Eugene High
School.
As much as we hate to say goodbye to great staff members, we are excited to welcome four new staff
members. Beth Seagrave is our new school counselor. She has been a middle school counselor at
Seven Oaks Middle School in Lebanon the last four years. One fun fact about Mrs. Seagrave is that
she was Ms. T’s intern before she was hired in Lebanon. We are excited to welcome her back. Our
new 8th grade social studies teacher is Mr. Jason Miller. Mr. Miller is joining us from Kelly Middle
School. We have gotten to know Jason through the years and he is going to be a great fit in helping us
make Madison a better place for students. Our third new hire is Suzie Mclauchlin. She is bringing
back a World Language to Madison students!! Mrs. McLauchlin will be teaching French, Read180
and one period of 6th grade Social Studies. Before coming to Madison, Suzie was teaching French and
Social Studies at the International High School at South Eugene High School. Our fourth new teacher
to the Madison family (drumroll please) is Ruth Mountainspring-Stenkamp. Ruth will be teaching 8th
grade math and has a solid foundation in math and social-emotional support for students. She is going
to be a great addition to the team. Please help us welcome all of our new staff members to Madison.
We are thrilled for the school year and to see what positives this year will
bring!
Mr. Peter Barsotti and Dr. Gina Wilde

PICTURE DAY
This year, school pictures will be taken on Weds., Sept. 21. All
students will have their picture taken, even if they do not purchase
pictures, as this is the same picture that will be used for the yearbook and their activity card. It usually takes about four weeks to
receive school pictures from Lifetouch.
ACTIVITY CARDS
This year, all students will receive a free Activity Card that can be
used as an ID card. Activity Cards are also a fun souvenir of their
middle school years. Lifetouch will send us the finished Activity
Cards after school pictures have actually been taken, and they will
then be distributed to all students in their Focus classrooms.
YEARBOOKS
Yearbooks cost $25, and may be purchased online at any time during the school year, either directly
through Treering, or through SchoolPay. You may also purchase a yearbook in the office with cash,
check, or card. Yearbooks are always in full color and will be distributed to all students who have purchased them. Note: if a student has unreturned school owned property (library books, textbooks, technology, etc.), they may not receive their yearbook until these items have been returned or paid for.

Cell Phones at School

Backpacks

Cell phones and other electronic devices, are only allowed outside, before school and after
school. Students must have devices turned off
and out of sight during the school day, including during lunch! If a student’s device is confiscated, the new consequences are as follows:
 1st offense: phone/device to office, & student can pick it up at the end of the day.
 2nd offense on until end of year: par ent
will be called and phone/device will be
lodged in the “phone garage” on Queenie’s
desk until a parent/guardian can come pick it
up (at their convenience).
If you need to communicate something important
to your student during the school day, please call
the office and we will get a message to them.
Warning: The school is not responsible for lost
or stolen electronic devices.

Much like the airlines, we have limited space in
our hallways and classrooms. Student backpacks
must be able to fit into one
of our blue recycle containers (11” X 7” X
15”). String backpacks
are a great option. Backpacks only need to hold a
binder, their MacBook &
other small miscellanea.
ParentVUE and
StudentVUE
are portals that
offer
secure,
private access
to school and
student information, to help families stay informed about their students’ progress in school.
If you have a student enrolled at Madison, you
can check attendance, review class schedules,
communicate with teachers, and more, all
from your web browser or mobile app. The mobile app is especially handy! Madison will provide an activation key if you do not have one. If
you need help accessing ParentVue, contact
Rechelle Salgado (salgado_r@4j.lane.edu).

For easy access to lots of important info, don’t forget
to bookmark our Madison website & parent calendar, and “like” our Madison Facebook page!

Madison Fundraisers


Supplies
To start, all students need to have:
 3 ring binder, preferably 2 inches with no zipper (A V ID binders must be 3-4 inches & no
zipper)
 College ruled notebook paper
 One set of dividers
 Pencil pouch
 Black or blue pens
 Two boxes # 2 pencils (preferably Ticonderoga)
 A college ruled composition notebook for
Science
 200 page college ruled spiral notebook (6th
grade only)
 Two boxes of Kleenex (to be turned into the
office)
Items some students may need eventually:
 Colored pencils
 Markers (no permanent markers allowed)
 Glue sticks
 Ear buds (cheap, plain generic is fine)
 2-4 different colored highlighters



Box Tops: The new and impr oved Box
Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-art technology to scan your store receipt, find participating products and instantly add Box Tops to
Madison's earnings online. Check it out here:
https://www.boxtops4education.com/
Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased
out of production, but may continue to be
found on many products for awhile. Until the
phase-out is complete, you can still clip and
send them to school, but getting the app and
scanning your store receipt will be much
easier.
Fred Meyer & E-Scrip: Donate to Madison
while you shop, by signing up for Fred Meyer
Rewards and/or E-Scrip.
For Fred Meyer: link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Madison Middle School at
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. You
can search for us by our name, or by our nonprofit number 83797.
For E-Scrip: visit their website at
www.escrip.com and choose Madison ID
8564360. Register your credit/debit cards and
your Safeway card (this website is secure and
will not sell your information). Register relatives too!

Please call or come by the office if you need help
with supplies, and we will set you up with whatever you need.

General Support:$50 (tax deductible):
We ask for a $50 donation per family, for General Support, but we accept & appreciate any
amount! Parent funding support is needed to maintain a strong instructional program for our students.
This money is used to maintain instructional technology (iPads & Macbooks), help lower or eliminate
the cost of field trips, for classroom supply costs that exceed our general district funding, and for student planners. The student planner is used to help teach organizational and time management skills, as
well as a communication device between school and home. Students will receive a new planner each
trimester. We ask that each family donate for this if/as they are able, and we thank you for your support!

Your child is important to us, and
our school is stronger when they are
actively participating! Whenever
your student is going to miss school,
no matter the reason, please call the
school Attendance Line at:
541-790-4343.
If you are planning an extended vacation, you will want to contact both
the office AND teachers. Students
are to check in with their teachers
regarding their policies for missed
work and how to make it up. All of
our teachers are available by voice mail or email, and hold office hours to assist students.
We all understand family emergencies, and are sympathetic and supportive of student absences during
those times. Whenever possible, please avoid taking trips or vacations during the school year. There is
a strong relationship between school attendance and student learning. In or der to be successful
academically, students must actively participate in their learning. Let us partner with you on this, and
let us know how we can help.

School Lunch

Once again, school breakfast and lunch will be
available FREE to all students! Breakfast is
served at 8:30 every morning. You don’t need to
fill out the Fr ee & Reduced Lunch form, unless
you need it for verification of need for other
things (Kidsports scholarships, etc.).

SchoolPay

We still prefer to take fee payments through
SchoolPay whenever possible. If you don’t already have a SchoolPay account, we strongly encourage you to create one. It’s quick and easy,
and a great online payment tool for parents! It
will save you time, and keep a record of all your
purchases. You can add all your 4J students, and
may choose to save your card info in the account
(it is a very secure site), which means you can
pay for things in seconds! Just go to schoolpay.com to set up your account.

You will be able to pay for anything quickly and
easily, at any time! This includes General Support, yearbooks, Madison gear, field trips, lost
books, etc. If you’re unable to make payment
online, we will continue to take cards, cash and
checks here in the office also.

Riding the Bus

Click here if you want to see if your student can
ride the bus, and times & locations of stops. We
are encouraging families to have students walk,
ride bikes, car pool, etc. if possible, as we are
still short of drivers so routes have had to be redone, with fewer stops. LTD free bus passes will
be available soon, so that will be another option !

Yes, we need YOU! We will be adding back most of our events this year, including field trips, popcorn on Fridays, Activity Nights, and the River Walk! This means we will need lots of volunteers. In
order to volunteer, you MUST fill out the 4j volunteer form online and then wait for approval to be
cleared to volunteer. This means you should fill out the form ASAP, so you will be ready to go when
the events start. We strongly encourage you to not wait, as it can take several weeks for approval.
If you filled out the form last year, and were approved, you do not need to fill one out this year, as it
is good for two years. Here are the main (but not the only) opportunities for volunteering this year:
Popcorn Fridays: popping cor n for both lunches (11:30-1:00), and serving to students. We
will train you and you get all the free popcorn you can eat! We only need one person per Friday,
so the more volunteers we get, the less often any one person will have to do it.
 Activity Nights (Oct. 28 & Feb. 10, 6:30-8:30): duties may include taking money at the entry, watching exit/entrance areas, hanging out in the gym dance/music area, watching kids in the
large gym activities, helping in the cafeteria area with concessions or activities, or cleaning up
afterwards.
 Field Trips: chaper oning student field tr ips is always fun! We don’t know yet, what the district will allow for these trips, but we are hoping to at least have the end-of-year trips out to Triangle Lake (7th & 8th) and to the coast (6th). Stay tuned…
 River Walk (Oct. 7): we need lots of par ents help for this all-school event! You will be walking to Spring Creek & Awbrey Park with students, helping keep them all corralled and in line.
It’s really a fun walk and the grade school kids love seeing the middle school students. This
event happens rain or shine!


We will keep you updated as we find out more about vaccination status for volunteers, so stay tuned.
We really appreciate our volunteers and we couldn’t do these events without you. If you have any
questions, contact Mary (Queenie) or Audrey in the office.

James Madison Middle School
875 Wilkes Drive
Eugene, Oregon 97404
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